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In a word -- no -- proxy voting is not permitted. This has been a source of confusion in the past, hence this explanation.

The Bylaws of many ISA Sections provide for a Delegate to be named on short notice, if the elected Delegate or Alternate Delegate cannot attend the meeting; however, a Delegate may not assign his or her "proxy" to anyone.

Each Delegate must be certified by his or her District Vice President, as meeting the requirements of the Section's Bylaws, whether by election or appointment. In most cases, the District Vice President must have the authorization in writing if the Delegate's name was not submitted to ISA Headquarters with the full list of Section officers.

No individual may serve as Delegate for more than one Section. A Section may appoint a District Vice President as the Section's Delegate, but the District Vice President may serve only one Section in this capacity.

The following explanation is taken from Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised Parliamentary Law, Section 45, p. 414:

Proxy voting is not permitted in ordinary deliberative assemblies unless the laws of the state in which the society is incorporated require it, or the charter or bylaws of the organization provide for it. Ordinarily it should neither be allowed nor required, because proxy voting is incompatible with the essential characteristics of a deliberative assembly in which membership is individual, personal, and nontransferable.

