Proposal Summary and FAQ

ISA Name Change (Agenda Item 11)
SUMMARY
At the 2008 ISA Summer Leaders Meeting, the proposal to change the legal name of the Society from the current designation of “ISA – The Instrumentation, Systems and Automation Society” to “International Society of Automation” was reconsidered. The Executive Board passed a resolution recommending that the Council of Society Delegates formally approve the name change at the upcoming CCD meeting in Houston.  This FAQ has been developed to address implementation details of this proposed name change and to provide additional background information on this proposal.

PROPOSED BYLAWS CHANGE

RESOLVED:  that Article I, Section 1, be amended to strikeout the words “ISA – The Instrumentation, Systems, and Automation Society” and insert the words “International Society of Automation” and that the officers of the Society be authorized and directed to execute any and all necessary documents to affect the change of the Society name legally.
The amended bylaws would read (eliminations; new wording underlined):

ARTICLE I - Name

1.
The name of this organization is ISA – The Instrumentation, Systems, and Automation Society International Society of Automation. The organization is a North Carolina nonprofit corporation and is hereafter referred to as the “SOCIETY” or “ISA.”

1.  Why is this Society name change being recommended?
The name change is being recommended to be more consistent with ISA’s brand and marketing efforts to enhance the automation profession and the individuals who practice there through standards development, certification, education & training, publications, and conferences & exhibits.  The definition of Automation, as developed by the Society Leadership (see #3), and the activities of the Society are much broader than instrumentation and control systems.
2.  Why is the Society recommending this change after it was rejected in 2007? 

The name change resolution was narrowly rejected at the 2007 Council of Society Delegates meeting. This was primarily due to an inadequate definition of the term “Automation” and a lack of communication about the desire and need to make this name change. Since then, a major effort has been placed on creating an all-encompassing, mutually-agreed-to definition for the term Automation (see #3).  In addition, a further effort by the Society Executive Committee has endeavored to reach out to the membership.  Discussions on this topic were held during all District Leadership Conferences; Kim Miller Dunn has covered the name change in her blog; and references to the name change have been included in the Summer issue of the Section Leaders BRIEF that is mailed to all identified Section leaders.
3.  What does the term “Automation” mean in this context?

The Society Leadership has been focusing on defining this term since the 2007 CSD meeting. Their goal was to craft a definition that would be all-encompassing and would serve to expand the horizons of the Society.  The following definition for Automation is the final result that was vetted through multiple member peer-review groups:
“Automation is the creation and application of technology to monitor and control the production of goods and services.”

4.  What does this name change mean to me as a Member of ISA?

All of the activities, services, and product offerings of the Society will continue to serve ISA Members as before, but in an expanded capacity.  In addition to providing member value, the Society will be advancing the profession of automation and providing recognition for all who serve in this field. By representing the profession to the world at large, ISA will play a critical role in leading the profession into the future, and ISA Members will be at the forefront of this effort. 
5.  Will this name change have any impact on Sections?

Possibly.  As separate legal corporations, Sections determine their legal name.  An ISA Section is not required to change its legal name; however, the Society recommends Sections change their legal name to “International Society of Automation – xxxx Section.”
6.  Will the Society provide funds to help with Section expenses incurred with the name change?

Yes – Society funds of $250 will be made available upon request to Sections to help pay for any legal name change fees.  All requests should be submitted to headquarters within six months following the announcement of a formal decision by the Council of Society Delegates. 
7.  How will this name change be implemented?

The name change simplifies our need to explain who ISA is to outsiders.  People inherently understand “International Society of …”  They do not inherently understand “Instrumentation, Systems and Automation.” The Society uses only the logo, the letters “ISA” and the tagline, “Setting the Standard for Automation,” in published material therefore there will be no major changes in our branding as a result of this name change. We are changing the legal name only.
/END
