Proposal Summary and FAQ

Membership Dues Increase (Agenda Item 12)
Summary 

A dues increase beginning 1 January 2009 is proposed for full-dues-paying Members in order to meet the financial challenges of the Society and recover a greater percentage of the costs of membership. The last ISA membership dues increase was in 2003 ($72 to $85 for Members). The estimated cost to serve each Member is greater than the proposed new dues rate.

Proposed Bylaws Change

RESOLVED:  that Article XVIII, Section 1 be amended to strikeout the Member, Senior Member, and Fellow dues amount of $85.00 and insert $100.00; strikeout the dues amount of $158.00 for two years discounted rate and insert $186.00; and strikeout the dues amount of $225.00 for three years discounted rate and insert $265.00.

The amended bylaws would read (eliminations; new wording underlined):

ARTICLE XVIII - Dues and Assessments

1.
The annual dues shall be as follows:*

	· Student Member
	· $10.00

	· Virtual Student Member
	· $5.00

	· Member
	· $85.00**   $100.00**

	· Senior Member
	· $85.00       $100.00

	· Fellow
	· $85.00       $100.00

	· Life Member
	· None

	· Life Senior Member
	· None

	· Life Fellow
	· None

	· Honorary Member
	· None


Non-student members may pay in advance for two and three years of membership at a discounted rate of $158.00 $186.00 for two years and $225.00 $265.00 for three years.

*
Except for former Society Presidents, who shall be given a permanent membership card and granted lifetime free membership in the Society.
**
Except for a graduating Student Member upgrading to Member, whose dues shall remain at the Student Member dues rate for one year after graduation.

1.  How did this recommendation come about?

In 2007, the ISA Executive Committee established a Member Funding Task Force to review the funding model for the Districts and Divisions, including dues. Specifically, the Task Force was asked to develop a plan to provide consistency in the funding of District and Division activities, requirements for eligibility to receive funding for these activities, appropriate level of accountability for use of these funds; and to establish a realistic level for the dues based on the benefit to the Member and cost to the Society. The Task Force recommendations were presented to Society leaders for discussion. 

At the 2008 Executive Board meeting, after Executive Committee presentations were made at District Leadership Conferences and member feedback was obtained, the Executive Board voted to recommend a dues change to the Council of Society Delegates.  In addition, the Executive Board has passed a motion, contingent upon approval of the dues increase by the CSD, to accept the Task Force recommendation to provide to Members one membership in a Division in the Automation & Technology Department and one membership in a Division in the Industries & Sciences Department at no additional charge. 
2.  Why is a dues increase necessary?
The increase is necessary to align Member value with costs. In addition to having to absorb general cost increases, the Society has added the following significant member benefits since the last dues increase:  unlimited free access to ISA Standards, archived web seminars, and a 2,500+ online technical paper library.  A new member benefit of one membership in a Division in the Automation & Technology Department and one membership in a Division in the Industries & Sciences Department at no additional charge has been endorsed by the ISA Executive Board and will be added, contingent upon approval of the recommended dues increase by the Council of Society Delegates.
3.  When was the last dues increase?
The last dues increase was approved by the Council in 2002.
4.  When will the dues increase be effective?

All changes will be effective 1 January 2009.

5.  Which dues would be affected?
Annual dues for renewing full-dues-paying Members will increase from $85 to $100. The two-year dues rate for renewing members will go from $158 to $186; three-year dues will go from $225 to $265. Student dues will remain at $10. 

6.  What will happen with those Members who are already paid-up for two and three years?
Current members, including those paid for two- and three-year memberships, will pay the new rate when their present paid terms expire.

7.  What about the dues of defined reduced-dues countries?
The Executive Board is authorized by the Society Bylaws to establish the dues rate for reduced-dues countries. At the June 2008 Executive Board meeting, the Board voted to set the reduced-dues rate at 50% of the full dues, effective 1 January 2009. 
8.  Will the Council of Society Delegates action have any affect on Division dues?  
No.  Division dues are established by the Board of Department Vice Presidents. Division dues are currently at $9.00 per Division. At the 2008 Board of Department Vice Presidents meeting, it was voted to change the dues rate to $10.00 per Division effective 1 January 2009.   
9.  How do ISA’s dues compare to those of other scientific and engineering societies?
The dues of other comparable societies are shown below:
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