ISA Name Change
Proposal Summary and FAQ

================================================
SUMMARY
At the 2007 ISA Summer Leaders Meeting in Scottsdale, Arizona, a proposal was raised to change the legal name of the Society from the current designation of “ISA – The Instrumentation, Systems and Automation Society,” to a new designation of “International Society of Automation.”  The Executive Board passed a resolution recommending that the Council of Society Delegates formally approve the name change at the upcoming meeting in Houston.  This FAQ has been developed to address implementation details of this proposed name change, and to provide additional background information on this proposal.

================================================
PROPOSED BYLAWS CHANGE

ARTICLE I - Name

1.
The name of this organization is ISA – The Instrumentation, Systems, and Automation Society International Society of Automation. The organization is a North Carolina nonprofit corporation and is hereafter referred to as the “SOCIETY” or “ISA.”

================================================
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1.
Why is this Society name change being recommended?
To more accurately represent, and be more properly in alignment with, the major shift to automation that ISA took with our re-branding effort two years ago. This is strictly a legal name change only.
2.
What does the term “Automation” mean in this context?

Automation is about capturing best operating disciplines into an integrated system so it is reproducible.  Within this context we have much to offer the traditional market we have served as well as in pushing the boundaries into new and emerging technologies and industries that can benefit from automated applications.
3.
Does this indicate a shift in focus for ISA?

ISA has been focusing on automation in a global economy and will continue to do so. Most recently, ISA has become more outwardly focused to raise the stature of the automation profession.  The new name simply expresses these priorities. 

4.
Why will we no longer use the word “instrumentation” in our name?

The term automation encompasses all disciplines of the automation field, including instruments, instrumentation, controls, control systems and many other sub-disciplines. The new name is inclusive, not exclusive, of instruments and instrumentation. 
5.
Is the intent to be international new?

ISA has been actively providing services and promoting membership on a global scale for years - this name change highlights those efforts. We live in a global economy, and the technical information and expertise of the Society and its members is not limited to geographic boundaries.
6.
What does this name change mean to me as a Member of ISA?

Now more than ever…all of the activities, services, and product offerings of the Society will continue to serve you as before, but in an expanded capacity.  In addition to providing member value, we are also advancing the profession of automation and providing recognition for all who serve in this field. By representing the profession to the world at large, ISA will play a critical role in leading the profession into the future, and our Members will be at the forefront of this exciting effort. 
7.
Will this name change have any impact on Sections?

An ISA Section is not required to change their legal name.  As separate legal corporations, Sections determine their own legal name. The Society recommends Sections change their legal name to “International Society of Automation – xxxx Section”.
8.
Will the Society provide funds to help with Section expenses incurred with the name change?

Yes – Society funds of $250 will be made available upon request to Sections to help pay for any legal name change fees.  All requests should be submitted to headquarters within six months following the announcement of a formal decision by the Council of Society Delegates. 
9.
How will this name change be implemented?

All of the major elements of the Society’s existing brand image will remain as-is, including our tagline “Setting the Standard for Automation”. However, we will begin to incorporate the written words “International Society of Automation” into future marketing campaigns and other outreach efforts that will help establish the ISA brand as the voice of the automation profession around the world. None of the branding efforts that were initiated in the 2005 re-branding process will be modified

