OMAC MSMUG OPC Meeting Minutes – 24 August 2006

Attending- Rashesh Mody, Anthony Axelrod, Dennis Shalon, Jim Luth, Mike Maag, Paul Hunkar, Tom Burke, Bruce Honda, Dan Reinarts, Dave Bauman, Joe Bronikowski, Thomas Reis, Trayton Jay, Troy Embree, Randy Kondor, Chip Lee, Bill Cotter  (There may have been others who were just on the phone and did not let me know.)

The meeting started with Mr. Burke, Mody and Hunkar going over some Powerpoints on the latest survey and OPC Foundations plans. The slide are located here:

http://www.omac.org/Content/NavigationMenu/General_Information/Partners_and_Affiliates/OMAC1/Working_Groups/Manufacturing_Infrastructure/Manufacturing_Infrastructure.htm#Microsoft_Group
The most significant point from the survey is that people want more reliable systems and are willing to pay some if they can get it. Also independent testing and well defined testing should bring better systems.

There is a lot of interesting data and I think it is significant that over 500 people responded. That shows a large interest in this topic, so take some time to review.

After the presentations we had some discussion on what we could do if software does not work. This led to the development of two teams:

· "Craig's List" or MsMUG Users compatibility list team

· "Testing Team" or MsMUG Users semi-formal testing team

We are looking for better names and definition of these teams. To start with we started to assign members and have asked them to come up with a good definition and presentation in time for the ISA show in October. The teams are defined as:

Compatibility Team - Bruce Honda, Tom Burke, Craig Schiro and Chip Lee.

Tom Burke is going to see if Craig will be the team leader. Their main goal is to try to define if we can have a system for users to list which software they have gotten to work or not work. We will have this available on some site that people can review before they try to get some things to work. Key area to watch out for is to prevent the site from being used to bad mouth competing products or just being a flame site.

Testing Team - Cotter &  Mody

Our goal is to define just how member should test software and report their results. We need more members and a leader. I will call a few other members but if you have an interest in making this happen then contact me.  We would like a non vendor to lead this effort.

The meeting closed after the team discussions and we agreed to have another meeting on Sept 28th at 11:EDT. We will review the teams progress and plan for presentation at the ISA show.

Remember this is your group and we need input and help if we are to provide value. Let me know if you have any comments or suggestions. Thanks and talk to you soon.
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