Registration
Registration is the legal recognition of the Professional Engineer.

Registration certifies that the engineer has demonstrated technical competence and has met certain prescribed qualifications. In the eyes of the public, registration is assurance that one can be entrusted with the work involved in the practice of engineering…thus, the legal ground for registration: “to safeguard life, health, and property and to promote the public welfare.”

For some engineers, registration is required by law.

For others, registration is a symbol of achievement which affords professional recognition among associates and professional identification to the public.

Should the young college graduate plan on obtaining registration?

Frequently, the answer is yes, for registration is one way to protect your investment in an engineering education. There has been a significant growth in registration, making the practice virtually universal.You will want to have a new and definite goal to strive for, one that will bring you a sense of achievement and the recognition of your associates and friends now that your college degree is safely won.  You will want to keep all doors of opportunity open to you until you are firmly settled in your career. In fact, there are some you cannot enter without the license as a key.  You will want to share all possible gains in recognition which engineers may enjoy, and the license may be increasingly important to that end. You will want to assure yourself of full professional recognition by any court or legislative body or regulatory commission before which you may one day appear. You will want to have your professional status recognized in any other state or country to which your work may take you.

These are weighty practical considerations.  Unless you are clearly destined for a business career, or for a long postgraduate training in research or pure science; enlightened self-interest and a sense of professional citizenship will lead you to consider registration as soon as possible. 

