MsMUG Meeting Minutes  June 5th 2007-06-05
Attending:

William Cotter
Chip Lee

Randy Kondor
Troy Embree

Rich Clark

Rashesh Mody

John Weber

Jeff Wharton

Florian Ott
Mark Heard

Glen Moffett

Kevin Staggs
Daniel Reinarts

Approval of last Minutes:

I did not read the old minutes but I asked if anyone had read them and had questions or corrections. At least one person said they had read them and they were OK. 

Status of new web site:
Microsoft is paying to have the MsMUG web site on the ISA server rebuilt. They have contracted with Sigler Marketing Services. The management team has a meeting on Friday and we will have more details after that meeting. The scheduled completion is for the end of June so you can expect to be notified soon about going to inspect the new version. 
Working Group Status Reports

MsMUG Secure:

We discussed the history of this group as led by Robert MacDonald. Not much has happened since Bob has changed jobs. We discussed that Microsoft did investigate creating a special release of OSs for manufacturing. However many people had not heard their final evaluation. ( hint for MS to share at the next meeting or via an e-mail) A few of us did mention that the investigation did not reveal a cost effective approach to take. There were no clear acceptable standards and the volume of business did not justify a lot of investment.  ( this last part is Cotter’s reading of the situation- not from MS)
Many people felt that we should be looking into what the military is doing on a more restricted setup of the operating systems. Kevin Staggs mentioned that he is actively working on getting information from Microsoft and other sources. He said he will share if he gets any information and is allowed to share it. 

We realize that anything we do now might be focused just on Vista. Then some Wonderware (Rich Clark and Rashesh) people offered that we review their setup recommendations. We also discussed the need for group policy vs machine standards.

I said that we needed a leader in this area. We talked about if it needed to be a user or could it be a vendor. I was not sure but said that anyone who would step forward would be appreciated and used. It is mostly the Chair of the total MsMUG that we want a user. On sub-teams it is nice to see the users lead but a vendor who can devote the time would  be better than a user who do not put in the time.
MsMUG Patch:

I mentioned that I am the current chair of the team to develop a standard way for vendors to provide responses to the MS Security Patches. 
I have posted some information about the issues and what some vendors are providing. Also I have the meeting minutes from last months meeting. It is located on :

http://www.omac.org/MSTemplate.cfm?MicrositeID=1152&CommitteeID=6909
The quick summary is that we want to find some common way for vendors to report how their products are affected by the Microsoft Security Patch releases. Some of us would like to see common web page layout, vocabulary, RSS feeds, and comments after 2 days, 7 days and 14 days. 
We have started a number of teams to work on different portions of the topic and the details are in the meeting minutes at the above listed web site.

I mentioned that I have been having some issues with sending out mail since I am sending to two ISA sponsored mailing lists. They have a feature installed that prevents spam and it sees what I am doing as spam. Chip Lee is going to see if he can find some one to help me get around the problem.

We discussed the point that the MsMUG and the ISA 99_06 committee are working together on this patch topic. We plan to release the final work as a technical report under the ISA 99 team name.

Since we did not have very much progress from any of the teams I said I would call another group meeting for July 18th at 2:00 EDT or 11:00 PDT. Detail to follow.

MsMUG OPC:

The main effort for this team right now is the development of a database that will be hosted at ISA. This database will be used to collect information from users on their experience using OPC clients with different OPC servers. We have a preliminary design and the data has just been sent to ISA. They will review and see how it fits with the current web site and/or if the effort should be just put into the new web site. Randy sent the data to Chip recently.
Note we do not have anyone who has said they can devote time to moderate the data, so we will have a number of us who will try to keep up and clean up any obvious flaming. We will also work with the vendors and users to resolve any issues so that the data is helpful and not hurtful. ( I do not look forward to this part of the task and I am looking for help ;-)

Rashesh mentioned the certification process that the OPC Foundation has created. He also mentioned the OPC Developers Conference that is being held on June 25-28th in Scottsdale Az. I mentioned that calling it a developer’s conference may cause uses not to pay attention. This conference is also directed to us plan users and I suggest you check it out. 
http://www.opcfoundation.org/Default.aspx/DevCon07/DevCon.asp?MID=DevCon2007
A number of people also mentioned the May OPC Interop compliance testing workshop. The focus is still on the DA product. The OPC foundation is now providing a server that intentionally provides repeatable errors so that clients can test and retest to see how they react. They said that it was a very productive meeting.

I am not sure if I should call a meeting on July 2nd as per the schedule. If I do not then we will not have another until Sept 3rd. That is another bad day. So I guess I will just hold the meeting and see who can make it. Before the meeting you should get a notice to try the database and provide comments. We will test it out and then release it to the public after the testing. 

ISA Expo:

The MUG has the opportunity to present at the ISA Expo 2007 in Houston, Oct 2-4. I said I would present on the Patch effort. We are looking for others to present on our work. Randy Condor offered to do one on any topic. We are looking for others to help. This is one of our big face to face meetings during the year. Plan to come and take in a great show. 

That ended the meeting. Please let me know if I missed any important details ( like I have to ask;-) and until the next meeting ( Aug 7th) - Have a great time and be safe.
